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Paula Gangopadhyay Takes the Helm as
Pittock Mansion’s New Chief Executive Ofhicer

Pittock Mansion welcomes new Chief Executive Officer Paula Gangopadhyay as the museum pre-
pares to develop a new vision and strategic plan for Portland’s famous historic landmark.

The Pittock Mansion Board of Directors conducted a nationwide search for its new Chief Executive
Ofhicer and selected Paula Gangopadhyay. Paula is a widely recognized and respected leader in the
cultural sector. Paula’s expertise lies in helping organizations reimagine and reposition themselves in
a new light. An astute business leader, a seasoned fundraiser and an entrepreneur, she is known to

lead by example.

Over her professional career of more than twenty-six years, she has worked in museums as well as
government, business, philanthropy and education sectors. For the last five years Paula served as the
Deputy Director of the Office of Museum Services at the Institute of Museum and Library Services
(IMLS) which is the primary source of federal funding for all museums in the nation. In her earlier
role as the Chief Learning Officer of The Henry Ford, the nation’s largest indoor/outdoor museum



with five venues, she emerged as a leader on innovation in education. She has received multiple awards
and honors including being appointed by President Barrack Obama to the Board of IMLS for the
2012-2015 term.

“I am excited to join the Pittock team and lead the organization to a dynamic next chapter in its history.
My goal is to make relevance, diversity and inclusion and strategic community partnerships key elements
that define our work and contributions to the greater Portland community. I envision changing the para-
digm in the historic house museum world by leading the Pittock Mansion to emerge as an innovative
national model. There’s so much potential and the timing is opportune. I am looking forward to working
with an enthusiastic board and talented staff team who are eager and committed to reimagining the future,”

said Paula Gangopadhyay.

Roy Fox, President of the Board, notes that the entire Board was impressed with Paula’s keen strategic
thinking, vast knowledge of trends in the field of historic museums, demonstrated success with innovation
and ability to forge partnerships to advance common goals. “The Pittock Mansion is an iconic landmark. We
believe that the Mansion, its collections and its stories can become even more relevant to the understanding
of Portland’s past and present. Paula has the drive and ability to position the Pittock Mansion, not only as
Portland’s finest historic house museum, but as the means to bring the city’s history to bear on its future.”

Pittock Mansion is a 1914 French Renaissance Chateau historic house museum that was originally the home of
newspaper publisher, Henry Pittock and his family. The Mansion and the adjacent buildings—rthe Gate House and
the Garage are owned by the City of Portland and operated by the Pittock Mansion Society. With beautiful gardens
and spectacular views of Mount Hood, the Cascade Mountains, and downtown Portland, the Pittock Mansion is
one of the most popular spots in Portland for locals and tourist alike. The museum offers permanent and traveling
exhibitions, talks, educational and community programs as well as various levels of memberships. The Gift Shop
carries a number of the mansion and Portland-related mementoes.
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